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This genus comprises a small group of closely related, neotrop- 
ical Syrphid flies, its genotype foscithorax Williston. There appears 
to be rather more species in this genus than has usually been recog- 
nized. They are easily confused because of the golden pubescent 
fascia and areas of the mesonotum are apt to become greasy and pass 
for blackish and uncolored. Not only does the nature and shape of 
these mesonotal areas vary in different species, but the color and 
pile of the scutellum, the character of the apical abdominal pile, the 
extent of the metallic areas, and also the degree of petiolation of the 
abdomen varies in the species and perhaps in the sexes as well. 
Unfortunately few specimens are found in collections and these re- 
presented by only one sex. The face is tuberculate and the head 
short, the eyes bare. The third antennal joint is more or less elongate. 
The small cross vein of the wing is placed barely before the middle 
cf the discal cell. The genus belongs to the subfamily Xylotinae, 
and not to the Cheilosinae, where it has occasionally been placed 
upon the strength of its resemblance to Myiolepta. One species, 
transversa Walker, was described under the genus Syritta; the type 
was examined by the author; it is readily characterized by its pale 
reddish hind femora and tibiae. Apparently all of the species have 
the anterior mesonotal collar of spines noticed by Shannon when he 
erected the genus Zonemyia for the species Ceriogaster spinosa Shan- 
nen. The species auricaudata Williston, the type studied by the 
author, does not belong here and I have erected a new genus for 
it below. It is peculiar in that it appears to be a Mutillid mimic, the 
only one in Syrphids, of which I am acquainted. Of the nine species 
of Ceriogaster I have seen eight. It is singular that of the nine spe- 
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cies, eight were described from males only. I have before me however, 
what I believe is the female of transversa Walker. It is from Colom- 
bia and the apical portion of the scutellum is orange brown instead 
of black. The mesonotum is partly discolored, and it is possible that 
it is a different species. 

Ceriogaster Williston. Trans. Am. Ent. Soc., Vol. 15, p. 
285, (1888). 

Zonemyia Shannon. Proc. Ent. Soc. Wash., Vol. 27, p. 
109, (1925). 


A Key to the Species of the Genus Ceriogaster 


1. With a large orange triangle lying before the scutellum, the 
scutellum orange pollinose (Panamá) ... panamensis Curran 
—With a golden pubescent fascia or triangle lying before the 
scutellum, or the post mesonotum wholly dark ............ 2 

2. Scutellum yellowish-red or brown upon all except its base; all 
the femora and their tibia light orange or brownish-red (Amazon, 
CA «essen letate a ascent eusen transversa Walker. 
—Scutellum golden pubescent, golden pollinose, or blackish . 3 


3. Scutellum dull black, only the margin narrowly brassy .... 10 
—Scutellum with varying amounts of golden pollen or pubescen- 
ce, usually conspicuous but best seen from an anterior angle . 4 


4. The short scutellar pile is yellowish (Br. Guiana) .......... 
rants ith. SSAA VRIES FMR EAA r aS scutellata Curran. 


5. Fourth segment chiefly opaque black, the central portion some- 
times shining or bluish-black, but never metallic brassy through- 
out; sometimes metallic along the sides ..........-..-.055 8 
—Fourth segment wholly brassy or golden in ground color 6 


6. Second segment with a pair of elongate, clear sharply marked, 


light yellow spots (Surinam) ...........++.... arethusa Hl. 
—Without such spots, fourth segment with thick, flat-appressed 
GOLDERS PN! oaaae saree omen EA eG SaaS aSa 7 


7. Second abdominal segment black, without trace of spots (fema- 
le); front with diagonal, opaque black spots above (Pana- 
MAN ree eiarasay SSIS SHER POUR Rec Dareia aureopila Hull. 
—Second segment with reddish spots; front of female with a 
narrow, opaque band (Brazil) ...........:.. foscithorax Will. 
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8. Base of abdomen broad, the second segment barely longer than 
wide, from above wholly opaque black (Panama) .. rudis Hull. 
—Abdomen narrow, the second segment one and one half times 
as long as wide or longer, its sides more or less metallic brassy. 


9. Second abdominal segment wholly opaque black in the middle; 
prescutellar pubescent area fasciate (Panama, Brazil) ........ 
is RER RE IEN A VPA SIG ATENNY wwE FOS spinosa Shan. 
—Second segment with a pair of dull, dark red, elongate spots; 
prescutellar area somewhat triangular produced anteriorly; third 
antennal joint blackish-brown, arista black or apical half; an- 
terior tibia almost wholly black, and hind femora dark brown 
(British Guiana) 4 2.i0usesees szaga goora ymsa funebris Hull. 


Mutillimyia new genus. 


Head; elongate, especially so at the level of the antennae. An- 
tennae about half again as long as the front, third joint large, trun- 
cate apically, not quite twice as long as the second; the first shorter 
than the second. Arista longer than antennae. Eyes large, bare, very 
narrowly touching. Front large, quite flat, striate, extending forward 
prominently to the antennae. Below the antennae the face is first 
slightly concave and then for a long distance broadly, very low tu- 
berculate. Past the tubercle it is again shallow concave, and the face 
and epistoma below are produced from the eyes a distance not quite 
as long as the last two antennal joints. Facial strips with a fringe 
of hairs on the lower half of the face. Face bare but the pubescence 
rather long. Occiput conspicuous throughtout, nowhere tumid. Vertex 
with a knot of long, stiff, forward curving bristles, the ocelli barely 
visible in profile. Posterior eye margin strongly concave, somewhat 
angular. Thorax: elongate, short pilose, subvittate. Humeri pilose. 
Scutellum semicircular and broad with a thick row of short hairs on 
the rim. Abdomen: half as wide in the middle of the second segment 
as the first segment is basally and somewhat less than one-fourth as 
wide as the abdomen across the middle of the third segment. The 
last two segments of the abdomen and apex of the third densely 
covered with appressed, golden pile. Abdomen somewhat truncate at 
the tip. Legs: hind femora barely thick, tapering from the apical 
third, with four slender delicate bristles ventrally, near the apex, on 
the outside. Hind tibiae slender, a little thickened on the distal two- 
thirds, seveneighths as long as femora, ending with a single obtuse 
spur. 
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Genotype: Ceriogaster auricaudata Williston, from Mexico (Mo- 
notypic). 

I erect this genus for the species auricaudata described by Wi- 
lliston, which he placed in his genus Ceriogaséer, realizing at the time 
that this, his second and later species was rather different, in fact 
he attempted to enlarge his original genus in order to receive this 
Mexican species. Willistonimyia differs from Ceriogaster in the elon- 
gate, truly petiolate abdomen and the somewhat different antennae, 
the basal segments of which are rather elongate, and especially in 
the elongate and relatively slender hind femora. Mutillimyia must 
be related to Tatuomyia Shannon, differing in the slender hind femo- 
ra, on-bidentate hind tibia, different antennae, etc. 


RESUMEN 


El autor hace consideraciones sobre el género Ceriogaster, Williston, del que 
presenta una clave para la separación de las nueve especies conocidas. Syritta trans- 
versa Walker debe colocarse en Ceriogaster, del cual es sinonimia Zonemyia, Willis- 
ton. Para la especie auricaudata de Williston, el autor erige el nuevo género Mu- 
tillimyia, único género de sirfidos que imita a los mutilidos. 


